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only a sportsman, but a gamester, and was in the
habit of playing cards, and sometimes betting very
high and losing accordingly.

I well remember an instance of the kind: it was
when he played cards with a Mr. "W. Graham, who
won from him in one sweep, two thousand and seven
hundred dollars in all, in the form of a valuable horse,
prized at sixteen hundred dollars, another saddle-
horse of less value, one slave, and his wife's gold
watch. The company decided that all this was fairly
won, but Capt. Helm demurred, and refused to give
up the property until an application was made to Gen.
George Washington, "(the father of his country,")
who decided that Capt. Helm had lost the game, and
that Mr. Graham had fairly won the property, of
which Mr. G. took immediate possession, and con-
veyed to his own plantation.

Capt. Helm was not a good business man, unless
we call horse-racing, fox-hunting, and card-playing,
business. His overseer was entrusted with every
thing on the plantation, and allowed to manage about
as he pleased, while the Captain enjoyed himself in
receiving calls from liis wealthy neighbors, and in
drinking what he called "grog," which was no more
nor less than whisky, of which he was extremely
fond, notwithstanding his cellar contained the choicest
wines and liquors. To show his partiality for his
favorite beverage, I will relate an incident whichable diversion in that section of country. He was nots he has seen and felt it
